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Combat Hunger 2010 
Frequently Asked Questions 

Thank you for participating in Combat Hunger. In this handbook you will find details 
on this yearôs drive, tips on running a successful food drive, idea starters for fund 
raising events, statistics on hunger in the state of Iowa, facts about the Food Bank 
of Iowa and more. 

What is Combat Hunger? 
The mission of Combat Hunger is to increase awareness of Iowaôs critical hunger problem, and 
through that awareness activate and facilitate community wide involvement in a massive food 
and fund drive in support of the Food Bank of Iowa. The objective of this drive is to provide food 
to feed hungry Iowans during the harsh winter months.   

Why Combat Hunger? 
Combat Hunger is an annual Call to Action to remember there are children, 
working families and seniors who donôt have enough to eat. Combat Hunger 
is a two day event where thousands can show they care.  

Who Benefits from Combat Hunger? 
The donations go to those who need it mostðIowaôs hungry. Combat Huger  
donations are distributed through the Food Bank of Iowa to 285 partner agencies.  
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When is Combat Hunger? 
The week of Sunday, November 14 through Saturday, November 20, 2010 has been officially declared 
ñCombat Hunger Weekò in Iowa.  
 
The Combat Hunger broadcast and food drive pick ups will be Thursday and Friday, November 18 and 
19, 2010. 

Where is Combat Hunger located? 
Combat Hunger is based at 12th and Locust Street in downtown Des Moines. The Combat Hunger 
broadcasting location is the main drop-off for monetary and non-perishable food donations. All media 
will base their operations from this location.  

Who Sponsors Combat Hunger? 
STAR 102.5 is the organizing sponsor of Combat Hunger. Along with the support from the Des 
Moines Register, Dahlôs Foods, Mercy Medical Center and the Iowa Motor Truck Association, 
we hope to make the 20th year of Combat Hunger our most successful yet! 



 

Hunger in Iowa 
The Need 
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Throughout the past 19 years, there have always been good reasons to support  
Combat Hunger. This year the need for your food drive is even greater.  
 
¶ In Iowa, 1 in 9 people are food insecure. 
¶ In Iowa, 1 in 6 children does not have enough to eat every day. 
¶ 334,919 Iowans live at or below poverty level. 
 
The statistics are sobering and reason enough to support Combat Hunger, but statistics 
donôt tell the whole story. Through our network of 285 partner agencies, the Food Bank 
of Iowa strives to meet the food assistance needs of a diverse population, including 
children, seniors, and the working poor. 
 
 ñI have some friends who are poor as church miceééé.just like me. They had been trying to 
 get me to go with them every other Thursday to get food. I went with them and did get food.  
 Absolutely the best thing I have done for myself in a very, very long time. I want to say the ladies 
 working at this site are extremely compassionate, VERY helpful and display kindness the likes of 
 which I havenôt seen for a while. Thank you for all your help, you have no idea how much I truly 
 appreciate it.ò (From a note sent to the Food Bank of Iowa.) 
 
 ñI had this one person, a nicely-dressed man, come in and say he was sorry to ask for food, but 
 he had two daughters and lost his job.ò (Volunteer at a food pantry.) 
 
 ñWe are on a fixed income and sometimes we do not have money for food. The food we receive 
 means we eat rather than going without. All I would like to say is thank you and God Bless.ò  
 (A food pantry client.) 
 
 ñYou know, the volunteers manage and distribute the food, but if it werenôt for the contributions 
 from the incredibly generous public, none of this would be possible ï it really overwhelms 
 me.ò (A food pantry board member.) 

 

 
Pɳeaɽʍ acɨˏpʠ ˁ˓iʟ 
˒ʒᴒ f˛ʞ ˁɯʍ fɷoʋ 

bˉʹʔ ˉnʋ Bɳesʟ ʨʶʕ ᴗ 
y˛ʢ f˛ʞ y˛ˤʞ w˛ʿʔ 
˔ʘ ˞r˛˥iˍ˔nʐ fɷoʋ 
f˛ʞ sʙ mˉ˚ʦ.  

 
 

Mˏrˠʦ C˓ˠisˢmaʟ 
(A Fɷoʋ Bˉʹʔ d˛n˛ʞ.) 



DESCRIPTION 
The Food Bank of Iowa is a private, non-profit charitable organization with a mission of alleviating  
hunger through food distribution, partnership and education. In FY 2010, the Food Bank of Iowa  
channeled 5,646,960 pounds of donated food to needy families and individuals through a network of 
over 285 non-profit agencies in 42 Iowa counties. 
 
THE NEED 
Having enough to eat is a basic human need. But for 334,919 Iowans (11%) living at or below the  
poverty level, meeting the need is a struggle.  
 
THE FOOD 
The Food Bank of Iowa receives donations of products from all sectors of the food industry including: 
growers; packers; processors; manufacturers; wholesalers; brokers and retailers. The Food Bank of 
Iowa also receives commodities from the USDA and national food donations through Feeding  
America. In addition food is received through food drives and special events.  
 
THE AGENCIES 
The network of agencies receiving food includes the following: food pantries, soup kitchens, missions 
and shelters for the homeless, victims of domestic violence and families in crisis; child and adult day 
care centers and rehabilitation centers. 
 
PROGRAMS 
In an effort to better serve our network of over 285 partner agencies, the Food Bank of Iowa launched 
the HUSH program, a partnership between the Iowa Department of Natural Resources, the Food Bank 
of Iowa, hunters and meat lockers. HUSH enables hunters to donate legally harvested deer for  
processing at Iowa meat lockers. The ground venison is then distributed through Feeding America 
Food Banks, providing a valuable source of protein to Iowaôs hungry. 
 
Backpack Buddies, a program of the Food Bank of Iowa and Feeding America provides sacks of 
healthy, kid-friendly food to selected children on weekends and school breaks, when low-income  
children do not have access to the federal free and reduced-price meal program.  
 
FACILITIES 
Located in a 53,000 sq. ft. warehouse at 2220 East 17th Street in Des Moines, the Food Bank of Iowa 
maintains 45,000 square feet of dry storage in addition to more than 48,000 cubic feet of freezer 
space and substantial cooler space. A 24-foot refrigerated truck and cargo van are available for  
pick-ups and deliveries. 
 
FUNDING 
Funding for the Food Bank of Iowa comes from contributions from the agencies it serves, as well as 
donations from businesses, civic groups, foundations, schools, the faith-based community, individuals, 
promotions and special events. The Food Bank of Iowa is not a government agency and is not funded 
by tax dollars. 
 
ADVOCACY 
The Food Bank of Iowa is a member of Feeding America and the Iowa Food Bank Association.  
 
 
To learn more about the Food Bank of Iowa, please visit our website at www.foodbankiowa.org. 
 

 

Food Bank of Iowa 
At a Glance 
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THINGS TO KNOW 
Thing 1: Schedule Your Food Drive 

 Schedule your food drive to take place in early November to give people adequate 
 time to participate and develop new and unique ways to increase donations.  

Thing 2: Raising Money   

Monetary donations are always accepted and are appreciated as much as food        
donations. The Food Bank of Iowa relies on financial donations for basic operating 
costs such as food procurement, storage, trucks and other distribution expenses.  
 
WAYS TO DONATE 
¶ Donate by check and/or cash 
 The Food Bank uses the formula that every $1 donated counts as two pounds   
 of food when figuring the final total of a food drive. Checks should be made  

 payable to the Food Bank of Iowa.  

¶ Donate online 
 Donate online at either www.combathunger.com or www.foodbankiowa.org.  

¶ Corporate Match 
 Some employers offer to ñmatchò the donations of their employees to        
 maximize the amount given during food/fund drives. If your employer has a 
 matching gift program, make sure to find out all of the details, and relay 
 that information to the employees. Be sure to have plenty of forms on hand 
 for employees to fill out. This is an easy way to increase your total.  

 

Running a Successful Drive 
Details about Combat Hunger 2010 
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Thing 3: Getting the Word Out 

The Combat Hunger publicity division  
will handle all contacts with the media   
to provide consistency and to facilitate   
media coverage. Keep the Combat    
Hunger publicity division informed of 
your food drive activities by contacting 
Lindsay at Star 102.5 at (515) 280-1350 
or lreinert@desmoinesradiogroup.com        
 
 

If you are doing something fun 
and unique, please be sure to 

let us know!  

Dear Food Bank of Iowa,  

 My name is Kevin. I am 11 years 

old. For Christmas, my two older brothers 

and I were given 100 dollars each to  

donate to a charity of our choice. I chose 

your charity because despite people  

today complaining about how scarce  

money is these days, at least they know 

for sure that theyõll get their next meal. 

It makes me feel sick when I think about 

how unappreciative I am sometimes. 

While I complain about not wanting òthis 

foodó for dinner (Iõm very picky), many 

canõt afford a meal at all. Thatõs why I 

decided to donate my 100 dollars to your 

charity.  

       Sincerely,  

                Kevin  



THINGS TO KNOW 

Thing 4: Collecting Food 
Collecting food is an excellent way to help during Combat Hunger. Giving food, in addition to 
raising money, helps many in your organization feel more connected to the mission of feeding 
hungry Iowans. 

PLEASE KEEP IN MIND 
¶ Donate what you would eat 
¶ Check that items are still within their ñUse Beforeò 
date 

¶ Avoid glass items, which can break 
¶ We can only accept unopened items 
¶ We cannot accept home-canned goods 

Most Needed Items: 
 1. Cold Cereal 
 2. High protein items (peanut butter, canned tuna and chicken) 
 3. Soup 
 4. Canned fruits and vegetables 
 5. 100% Fruit Juice 
 5. Boxed Meal Kits 
 6. Paper and Personal Products (paper towels, toilet paper, diapers, bar soap,  

        shampoo and toothpaste) 
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ñI want to donate what is most needed. What do you need?ò 

Hi! 
�7�K�D�Q�N�V�����,�I���Z�H���G�L�G�Q�·�W���K�D�Y�H��
the Food Bank of Iowa to 
help us keep our Pantry 
�V�W�R�F�N�H�G���Z�H���F�R�X�O�G�Q�·�W���V�H�U�Y�H���D�V��
many families as well as we 
do.  
 Sincerely,  
 Food Pantry  
 Center Director 


